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greatest need in Washtenaw County. Cur-
rently, Packard Health has treated over 8,000 
patients annually; we can ensure that this cov-
erage will now extend its reach into and 
through the Ypsilanti community. This new lo-
cation extends the promise to our people to 
unlock their ability to lead healthier, happier, 
and more satisfied lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the opening of the new Ypsilanti 
Packard Health Center. I wish them the best 
of luck with their important work and success 
in their future endeavors. 
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HONORING MRS. HILDA ZIMMERLY 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Hilda Zimmerly, an outstanding in-
dividual from the state of Florida. 

Originally from Ohio, Mrs. Zimmerly moved 
to LaBelle, Florida in 1977 after previously 
serving as a teacher and a bookkeeper in her 
home state. While in Ohio, Mrs. Zimmerly 
paused her college education in order to fill 
the need for teachers in the region, taking up 
part time teaching during her third year of col-
lege, all while balancing family and her other 
job as a secretary. Once she moved to 
LaBelle, she continued to work as a secretary 
to provide for her family and three young chil-
dren. Mrs. Zimmerly eventually saved up 
enough to open up Hilda’s Stitchery Shoppe. 
It was located in the same building as the 
business she served as a secretary, which en-
abled her to work both jobs concurrently. 
While working two jobs and raising a family, 
she was still able to stay active in the church, 
singing in the choir, and participating in youth 
leadership. 

Although she had a small business, Mrs. 
Zimmerly had always wanted to go back to 
teaching. When a job became available in 
Glades County in the nearby town of Moore 
Haven, Mrs. Zimmerly moved on to become 
this school’s librarian after earning her degree 
from the University of South Florida in media 
specialty. Her goal of teaching full time be-
came a reality when she was hired in 1994 as 
a 4th grade teacher at LaBelle Elementary, 
teaching there one year until she transferred 
to County Oaks Elementary School also in 
LaBelle. Mrs. Zimmerly retired from County 
Oaks Elementary after a distinguished four-
teen-year career. After her retirement, Hilda 
enjoyed her time sewing, scrapbooking and 
reading until she decided to try her hand at 
politics. She ran for City Commissioner with 
the help of her thirteen grandchildren, and 
won. She has served the city for ten years in 
this role. While serving as City Commissioner 
she has been involved in tourism develop-
ment, the citizens traffic safety board and she 
is an active participant in City Government. 
She hopes to continue in this role for the fore-
seeable future. 

I am privileged to know Mrs. Zimmerly, and 
admire her commitment to the community 
through a career of education and dedicated 
public service. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
pay tribute to Mrs. Zimmerly for her continued 
service to Southwest Florida, and I ask my 

colleagues to join me in recognizing this re-
markable individual. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Sungmin Cho from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists to 
represent the state of Texas at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders. 

Sungmin is one of eight high school honor 
students selected from the Twenty-Second 
Congressional District of Texas. These stu-
dents were selected as Texas delegates at the 
Congress of Future Medical Leaders, a pro-
gram for high school students to be recog-
nized for their hard work in school and sup-
ported to continually strive toward their aspira-
tions of working in the medical field. The Na-
tional Academy was founded by Richard Rossi 
and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr. Rossi currently 
serves as president. The Congress is being 
held at the Tsongas Center at the University 
of Massachusetts, Lowell from June 25th 
through the 27th. Sungmin was selected by a 
group of educators to be a delegate for the 
Congress because of his dedication to his 
academic success and goals of pursuing a 
medical science. We are proud of Sungmin 
and all of his hard work, and know he will 
make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Sungmin for being accepted into the Na-
tional Academy of Future Physicians and Med-
ical Scientists. Keep up the great work. 
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CELEBRATING 2016 AS THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PULSES 
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Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to celebrate 2016 as the International 
Year of Pulses. 

I am extremely proud to represent the Pulse 
farmers of Eastern Washington. Eastern 
Washington is one of the most fertile agricul-
tural areas in the nation and is proud to add 
pulses, namely dry peas, beans, lentils and 
chickpeas to crops which feed the world. 

Pulses are a low fat source of protein with 
a high fiber content and low glycemic index. 
They typically contain twice the amount of pro-
tein found in whole grain cereals, and in most 
developing countries comprise the main 
source of protein. Pulses are so nutrient- 
dense that nutritionists consider them both a 
protein and a vegetable. 

Pulses are rich in vitamins and minerals, 
providing consumers iron, potassium, magne-
sium, zinc, and are abundant with B vitamins. 
They contribute to a balanced diet, and have 
been shown to lower the risk of heart disease 
and diabetes, lower blood pressure and cho-

lesterol. Pulses can also play an important 
role in mitigating the harmful effects of human 
exposure to heavy metals, including lead, in 
communities across the United States. 

In addition, according to conservative esti-
mates, pulse crops provide thousands of pro-
duction and manufacturing jobs in rural com-
munities across the country. In the states of 
Washington and Idaho alone, 2015 saw over 
226 million pounds of dry peas, nearly 70 mil-
lion pounds of lentils, and over 165 million 
pounds of chickpeas produced. Top chefs and 
households around the country are discov-
ering these healthy, affordable, sustainable 
and delicious super foods. 

To help raise awareness of these crops, the 
United Nations declared 2016 as the Inter-
national Year of Pulses. Pulses will play a 
major role in meeting future food needs as the 
world’s growing population, which is set to re-
quire a 70 percent increase in agricultural pro-
duction by 2050, because they are sustain-
able, nutritious, versatile, and affordable. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of our colleagues 
join me in celebrating 2016 as the Inter-
national Year of the Pulses. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE 
RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THAT 
THE SENATE SHOULD PROVIDE 
FULL AND FAIR CONSIDERATION 
OF THE PRESIDENT’S NOMINA-
TION OF JUDGE MERRICK GAR-
LAND 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 23, 2016 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing, together with my Democratic col-
leagues on the Judiciary Committee, a resolu-
tion calling on the Senate to observe regular 
order and to give President Barack Obama’s 
nomination of Judge Merrick Garland to the 
Supreme Court full and fair consideration and 
an up-or-down vote. 

Judge Garland is an eminently seasoned ju-
rist who has the qualities to make him an up-
standing nominee for the Supreme Court. 

His unquestioned intellect, long judicial ex-
perience, and even temperament are widely 
admired and respected, even by Republicans 
like Senator ORRIN HATCH, who called him a 
‘‘consensus nominee’’ for the Supreme Court 
who would be ‘‘very well supported by all 
sides.’’ 

Moreover, his deep respect for and fidelity 
to the Constitution and the law and his sensi-
tivity to the impact of the law on ordinary peo-
ple make him a good choice to fill the va-
cancy. 

Unfortunately, with the death of Justice 
Antonin Scalia, we have seen partisan politics 
regarding Supreme Court nominations reach a 
new low. 

For instance, within hours of Justice Scalia’s 
passing, Senate Republican Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL said that the Senate would refuse 
to consider any nomination made by President 
Obama to fill the vacancy. 

In addition to being an astounding failure to 
carry out its constitutional duty, Senate Re-
publicans’ flat-out refusal to consider President 
Obama’s nominee, regardless of the nomi-
nee’s qualifications, is part of a longstanding 
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